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I am Clare Miflin, Executive Director of the Center for Zero Waste Design, a member of the Save our Compost
Coalition and supporter of Forest for All, NYC. I participated in the panel What Happens to NYC’s Organic Waste?,
and the Community Compost Teach-Ins. We are also researching how composting in Parks – of parks waste and
food scraps - could take part citywide to regenerate soils in parks and for street trees citywide, and take parks
waste and food scraps to make that compost

Parks and street trees need community composting to provide them with healthy soil and to steward them and
ensure that the trees and plants are healthy, and provide all the urban cooling, stormwater mitigation and pollution
removal they can. In return New Yorkers become connected to nature, to each other and find a way to enjoy
themselves that doesn’t involve consumption or money. It allows them to live more mindfully and brings hope.

The administration says they are doing “Climate Budgeting” – In a recent interview, New York’s Deputy Mayor for
Operations Meera Joshi remarked, “Every dollar has to do double duty now — it has to not only do its purpose in
terms of building out infrastructure or providing energy, but it also has to lower emissions, cool, and absorb water.
And that is the only way that New York City will survive.” 

I can think of nothing more important to fund then than community composting and Parks.

Parks and NYC Urban Forest are essential for all New Yorkers for urban cooling, stormwater mitigation and active
and passive recreation. They can be even more effective for stormwater management and urban cooling with the
application of compost and community stewardship. Community composting also gives opportunities for active
recreation and educates New Yorkers, and can also engage volunteers in street tree and parks stewardship.

Community composting educates new Yorkers, increasing the success of the municipal organic waste collection
program, and is essential to increase the mere 4% of organic waste that the program collected in 2023 in Queens.

It makes high quality compost to be used in parks and street trees and community and school gardens
which increases stormwater infiltration rates and the health of street trees,

I call for the restoration of 7 million dollars for community composting, 4 million for the new compost sites and the
1% for Parks.

Respectfully,

Clare Miflin,
Executive Director, Center for Zero Waste Design

https://www.centerforzerowastedesign.org/what-happens-to-nycs-organic-waste/
https://www.centerforzerowastedesign.org/community-compost-teach-in/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-04-30/nyc-adopts-climate-budgeting-to-factor-in-building-efficiency-ev-renewables?cmpid=BBD043024_CITYLAB&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_term=240430&utm_campaign=citylabdaily

