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Battery Park City, NYC

Type

Shared compactor

Best Practice Strategies

 — 3.01 Provide loading area at base of a building that can also  

be used by other buildings 

 — 3.09 Incorporate community into collection operations 

Summary

The planned high-rise community of Battery Park City is home  

to 14,000 residents, office buildings and public parks along the 

Hudson River at the southern tip of Manhattan.24 The Battery Park  

City Authority (BPCA) leases land to developers whose buildings  

must meet special requirements for design, sustainability and 

community amenities.25 

In 2006, construction of the new World Trade Center site led to an 

explosion in the rat population. The BPCA responded by amending the 

neighborhood plan to include several shared loading areas equipped 

with 35 cu yd compactor containers. Just as building developers 

were required to provide open space, schools and other amenities, 

developers of specified sites were required to host compactor con-

tainers managed by the Battery Park City Authority. Instead of piling 

bags of refuse on the sidewalk two days a week for pickup the next 

morning, porters could now deliver bags to a shared compactor each 

day. Instead of a compactor truck stopping to load bags from every 

Building staff bringing waste in tilt trucks to shared compactor managed  
by The Battery Park City Authority  
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school and residential building in the neighborhood, roll-on/roll-off 

trucks collect compacted containers from just four locations. 

Compactors can hold 150 carts’ worth of material.26 Each compactor 

manages material from about 2,000 units and takes about 90 minutes 

to load each day. Not only has the strategy addressed the rat issue,  

but it has also been popular with porters.27 

Challenges 

In Battery Park City shared compactor containers are used only  

for refuse. Metal, glass, plastic, paper and cardboard are still 

collected door-to-door with rear-load compactors, as are organics 

from buildings that participate in the city’s organics-collection pilot. 

Additional loading area space—or separate time windows allocated 

to each waste fraction—would be required in order to include these 

source-separated streams in the consolidated-collection system.

The fact that BPCA controls leasing arrangements for the entire 

deve lopment facilitated the shift from door-to-door pick up to 

consolidated collection. The fact that new developments were in the 

planning stages made it convenient to install curb cuts in locations 

that would provide truck access to the shared compactors. Shifting 

to shared loading docks in existing neighborhoods with multiple 

private parcel-owners would require coordination between property 

owners to achieve these ends.

Building staff transporting waste down the street, loading tilt truck into tipper, 
BPCA staff emptying tilt truck into compactor  


