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Clichy-Batignolles, Paris

Type 

Residential Typology 1: Central location

Best Practice Strategies

 — 2.08 Provide equal convenience disposal

 — 3.03 Provide a system of pneumatic tubes connecting  

buildings to a central terminal

Summary 

Gravity chutes are rare in Paris, as are waste rooms on residential floors. 

Instead, residents bring discards to bins in a waste room or courtyard  

at street level, even in brand-new developments. Clichy-Batignolles  

is a new eco-district in the 17th arrondissement with 3,400 apartments— 

50 percent of which are social housing— surrounding a 25-acre park  

over a restructured rail yard.35 Macrobloc, built in 2015, is a ten-story 

mixed-use building of 107 units divided into three cores designed  

by Maast Architectes, Suzelbrout and Toa Architectes, respectively.  

The ground-floor waste rooms are accessed directly from the lobbies.  

To economize on space, residents in the middle core share a waste room 

with one of the other two.36 Inside, there are bins for the four streams: 

single-stream recycling, refuse, glass and cardboard/bulk waste. Waste  

bins for mixed recycling and refuse are actually inlets connected to  

a pneumatic network running one floor below, serving all the buildings  

in the eco-district. (The pneumatic network is the first in Paris proper  

and one of several recent installations in the region.) Glass and cardboard  

are collected in wheeled bins and removed manually from the waste room. 
Top to bottom: Clichy-Batignolles eco-district; 153 bis rue Cardinet with pneumatic 
inlets for residents and daycare visible through facade
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Franklin Azzi Architectes literally put the waste inlets at 153 bis rue 

Cardinet for the 66 residential units and a daycare center on display  

by locating them in an exterior forecourt between a glass facade  

and the lobby. Clichy-Batignolles’ pneumatic system is designed with  

room to add a third organics inlet in the future. 

Challenges

Inlet locations within waste rooms must be coordinated with the 

installation of the pneumatic network below. 

When residents drop folded cardboard into inlets, it opens up like  

an umbrella and gets stuck. These blockages are actually easy to 

remove, but the pneumatic collection cycle comes to a stop until  

a tech visits the location, reducing the efficiency of the system.37 

Applicability to NYC

New York City could pilot central waste rooms adjacent to building 

lobbies to provide convenient access to all streams for residents  

as they leave the building. 

Whether or not a pneumatic system is connected to the chutes, 

separating waste storage, particularly for organics and refuse streams, 

could reduce space requirements and nuisances on the ground floor.

153 bis rue Cardinet pneumatic inlets for residents and daycare 


