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GrowNYC Compost 

On-The-Go Program, NYC

Type

Staffed drop-off locations in the public realm

Best Practice Strategies

 — 3.07 Staffed drop-off locations 

Summary

Dedicated New York City gardeners have composted in their com-

munity gardens for decades as a way to improve soil for flowers  

and vegetables. In 1993, the New York City Department of Sanitation 

created the NYC Compost Project to leverage this interest in compos-

ting and began formally training community gardeners through the 

city’s botanical gardens to become certified master composters.  

DSNY has since expanded the scope of the compost project to help 

develop organics collection and processing capacity in the city with 

the Local Organics Recovery Program (LORP). LORP sites collect  

food scraps from the larger community and process them in their 

urban compost sites. 

Concurrently, DSNY began funding collection programs in farmer’s 

markets, parks, libraries and commuter drop-offs at subway stations.50 

These drop-offs are intended to complement curbside collection, 

providing convenient access to organics collection for all New Yorkers 

by 2018.51 

Commuter drop off at transit hub
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The newest DSNY-funded food scrap drop-off effort is called 

Compost On-The-Go, operated by GrowNYC, DSNY’s nonprofit 

partner. GrowNYC compost coordinators set up a tent with bins  

or crates for organics and a refuse bin for any plastic bags used 

to transport material. For commuter drop-offs, bins are placed  

on street corners near a subway entrance in time for the morning 

rush hour. In addition to managing the bins, coordinators provide 

education and outreach about the importance of organics 

diversion in NYC. Commuters tend to travel at the same time each 

day, so volumes increase from week to week as people learn 

about the program and start saving their food scraps for drop  

off on their way to work. 

Citywide, there are now 106 food scrap drop-off sites.52 

Challenges

Unlike the curbside program, in which organics are treated  

in industrial facilities, the drop-off program often uses urban  

compost facilities and gardens that are only allowed to  

accept plant-based material.53 

 

Left:  
Food scraps dropped into DSNY toter 

Above:  
Crates of food scraps  
at a GreenMarket drop-off


