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Ménilmontant, Paris

Type 

Recycling center and relay point for bulk collection hosted  

on private property

Best Practice Strategies

 — 3.07 Staffed drop-off locations

 — 3.09 Incorporate community into collection operations 

Summary 

The City of Paris and Paris-Habitat OPH, a public housing management 

company, are building a new mixed-use residential complex of 87  

units in the Ménilmontant neighborhood of  the 20th arrondissement.  

In addition to the more conventional park and sports complex, the project, 

designed by Atelier Nadau Lavergne,47 includes a staffed recycling  

center or “espace tri”, as well as a hub for aggregating truckloads of bulk 

materials picked up by appointment from local collection routes. Parisians 

are already required to bring household hazardous wastes and other 

material not collected curbside to an espace tri, where materials are 

staged and sorted before being sent to processing or disposal facilities. 

These centers tend to be open-air facilities in industrial areas around  

the expressway that circles the city, with difficult pedestrian access. 

The 15,000-square-foot espace tri was included in the program for 

a mixed-use building in an effort to bring recycling centers closer to 

where people live and design them in ways that minimize impacts  

from their operation.48 The hub for aggregating loads of bulk materials,  

Clockwise from top: Section perspective showing vehicles driving into the  
recycling center adjacent to the gym; Diagram showing the various program elements; 
View showing pedestrian-oriented context
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called the Point Relais d’Encombrant, will reduce miles logged by 

collection trucks, in turn decreasing congestion and air emissions.  

By 2020, every arrondissement will have a center—coordinated  

by a partner organization—where residents will be able to take items  

for reuse as well as recycling and disposal. To reach this goal, the  

City will build ten new espaces tri, including the one in Ménilmontant, 

the first to be located in a residential complex.49  

Challenges

The project team must reassure neighbors that any negative impacts 

from this new type of facility will be mitigated. 

Applicability to NYC

New York City does not have a network of neighborhood-scale facilities 

collecting household hazardous waste and other non-daily streams. 

Both the Ménilmontant and Barcelona programs offer convenient  

and reliable access to neighborhood drop-off facilities. City agencies 

could specify that publicly funded projects host such facilities, along 

with the logistics support required to operate and maintain them.  

(See the Barcelona Punt Verd case study.)
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Right: Plan of basement level; municipal 
vehicles stage material in large containers 
while the public drops off at small containers 
the length of the exterior wall


