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Post-Landfill Action Network

Type

Institutional

Best Practice Strategies

—— 2.12 Develop awareness and education programs

—— 2.16 Reduce materials consumption

—— 2.18 Facilitate donation and reuse 

Summary

All colleges and universities generate large volumes of waste that  

can be diverted, as the Columbia University example shows, but not all 

possess the resources to develop solutions or the campus culture to 

support them. The Post-Landfill Action Network (PLAN) is a nonprofit 

organization that works with college and university students and staff  

to introduce zero waste projects on-site, such as managing year-end 

move-out programs, opening free stores and banning single-use plastics 

and ting campaigns for reusable to-go containers in cafeterias. PLAN 

serves upwards of 80 member schools—New York City’s Fashion Institute 

of Technology among them—offering everything from online workshops 

to an annual Students for Zero Waste Conference and guides on topics 

such as eliminating disposable containers on campus and the Free and 

Thrift Store Manual. 

Challenges

Finding space to store items over the summer can be difficult,  

particularly in urban campuses.
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