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The Solaire, NYC

Type 

Residential Typology 4: Trash room with Chute and Bins

Best Practice Strategies

 — 2.01 Determine waste streams and quantities

 — 2.02 Plan a route 

 — 2.03 Design storage space

 — 2.04 Plan for collection

 — 2.05 Consider staff procedures

 — 2.08 Provide equal convenience disposal 

 — 2.10 Provide clear visual cues and signage

 — 2.12 Develop awareness and education programs 

 — 2.13 Design for occupancy

 — 2.15 Provide shared assets and services 

 — 2.21 Volume Reduction Equipment

Summary

The Solaire is a 27-story, 293-unit luxury rental building in Battery  

Park City, designed by Cesar Pelli and Associate. Completed in 2003, 

it was the first LEED-certified residential high-rise in the United States. 

Its amenities include a gym, playrooms, a rooftop garden, a car-sharing 

program, and an apartment cleaning service. 

Above:  
Entry of The Solaire,  
with building integrated  
solar panels in canopy  
and facade above

Left: Waste room with trash 
chute door; bins for compost, 
glass, metal, plastic and paper; 
and collection of batteries, 
sharp objects and hangers.
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Small vehicles transport the bagged trash from the compactor  

room to a shared 35 cu yd compactor container around the corner  

(see Battery Park case study).

Challenge

The bagged recyclables are piled on the sidewalk for curbside 

collection. Because the bags tend to blow around, building staff  

erect temporary enclosures to rein them in.

The Solaire is also one of the city’s first buildings to collect organics  

in equal convenience locations. Each floor has a waste room with a trash 

chute and separate bins for metal, plastic, glass and paper. The rooms  

are serviced several times a day, with recycling and organics removed  

as required. The concierge offers dry-cleaning services and collects  

hangers—from rods in the waste rooms—for the dry cleaner to reuse.  

Besides reducing waste, isolating the hangers prevents them from punc-

turing trash bags and blocking chutes. Batteries are collected in every  

recycling room as well. Central collections of electronics (via ecycleNYC) 

and textiles (from the refashionNYC and Wearable Collections programs) 

are also provided within the building.

Building management incentivizes recycling with regular building-wide 

competitions and DSNY/GrowNYC demonstration sessions. Tenants 

use the organics caddy they are given to collect organic kitchen waste, 

which they empty into the appropriate bin in their floor’s waste room. 

Through the online communication system BuildingLink, the Solaire 

shares information with tenants on recycling and organics collection. 

Building manager Michael Gubbins tracks material flows, and in 2016,  

he recorded 68,000 cardboard boxes in all, a substantial rise over 

previous years. Through regular sampling of recycling and trash bags, 

building staff check how well residents are recycling and, instead  

of levying fines for violations, takes photos to share as teaching tools. 

Most renters say they chose the Solaire because of its commitment  

to sustainability, and pay rents up to 10% higher. 
Cardboard and MPG storage in cellar; Storage of cart used to transport trash  
to shared compactor container


