Bloom Nine Elms, London

Type

Best Practice Strategies

Residential typology 7: Trash room with multiple chutes

2.02 Plan a route
2.03 Design storage space
2.04 Plan for collection
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2.05 Consider staff procedures

2.08 Provide equal convenience disposal
2.10 Provide clear visual cues and signage
2.13 Design for occupancy

2.21 Volume reduction equipment

Summary

Located in central London on the south bank of the Thames,

Bloom Nine Elms (Bloom) is a two-building, mixed-use build-to-

rent development with 894 rental apartments, including studios,

one bedrooms, two bedrooms, and three bedrooms. Bloom is part

of a wider development, Nine Elms, which includes new residential

buildings, a primary school, 25k sq ft retail space, and a 4.5 hectare

public linear park. Designed by architecture firm Allies and Morrison

for Greystar development, Bloom supports a community of over 2,500

residents, with social and amenity spaces, a gym, and two rooftop pools

throughout the complex. All Bloom apartments are rated BREEAM

Excellent and desighed for maximum comfort and convenience.

Top: Bloom Nine Elms development (Image source: Greystar)
Left: Aerial view of Bloom’s surrounding linear park and riverside location (Image source: Bloom)
Right: Ground level design includes easily accessible loading and waste collection area
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This focus on sustainability and convenience for resident’s carries
over into the Bloom’s waste management. Residents drop off trash and
recycling in their waste room, located on each of its floors, where they
simply press a button to open a chute door to send waste down one

of two chutes, trash and mixed recycling respectively. The contents of
the chute move down to a ground floor waste room for building staff to
manage. Trash is fed into a compactor, operating at a 4:1 compaction
rate and greatly reducing its volume, which then pushes it into a steel
1100 liter bin. Single stream recycling does not get compacted and

goes loose into an orange-lidded 1100 liter bin. Residents are asked to

o
Q
72
®
72
=+
o
Q.
<
v
-
O
@)
=
=
s
)
®
m
=
=
72

bring cardboard to the ground floor bin room separately. Currently, no

food waste is being separated.

Building waste management operations incorporate Hardall's
proprietary chute technology and compactors. When the bins are
almost at full capacity, staff get a digital alert to exchange them. The
ground level waste room is well planned with sufficient room for staging
the wheeled bins and a clear circulation path to the building exterior
for trash and recycling collection. Typical throughout London, the waste

collection vehicle personnel have a key fob to access the waste room.
Top: Roof level chute

They’re able to open the door and pull the wheeled bins out of the vents, trash and mixed
_ _ recycling chutes in waste
waste room and empty them into the truck. Curb cuts at the sidewalk rooms per resident floor,

opening chute door
Middle: Staff operating

waste room until the next collection day. compactor, compactor pushes
trash into 1100 liter bins,

ample bin staging area 1in

streamline the whole process. Bins are subsequently returned to the

Applicability to NYC ground level waste room
: : : : : Bottom: Exterior view of
As New York City moves forward with waste containerization, they door to waste room with

curb cuts for efficient bin
movement

can adapt similar processes in large buildings for compactors to feed
wheeled bins. If properly planned and staffed, the wheeled bins could

be staged indoors and efficiently brought out during collection.
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